
The Izzy Foundation 
The Izzy Foundation is a national nonprofit located in 
Providence whose mission is to design, fund and IZspire 
creative projects and programs for families whose children 
have cancer or other life altering medical conditions to  
LIVE, LAUGH, LOVE and PLAY.

Katina (Tina) Robison, MD (Co-Founder & Izzy’s Mom)

Tina Robison is Izzy’s mom. She works as a Gynecologic 
Oncologist in Providence. Tina was born and raised in 
Northern California and moved east for her medical training. 
She enjoys spending time with her family (kids: Garrett, 
Hadley, Izzy and Fletch). She works hard to make the 
foundation continue to inspire others to make a difference, 
the way Izzy always did. Her background as a cancer  
doctor and as Izzy’s mom brings a unique perspective  
to the foundation.

Kyle Wohlrab, MD (Co-Founder & Izzy’s Dad)

Kyle is Izzy’s Daddy. He works as an urogynecologist in 
Providence. Kyle was raised in an Air Force family and 
enjoyed moving all over the country. Although he learned 
a lot about life from his travels, it doesn’t compare to the 
lessons Izzy taught him. Kyle’s mission is to continue Izzy’s 
legacy to LIVE, LAUGH, LOVE and PLAY.

Tara Townsend 
Family Voices Coordinator,  
RI Parent Information Network (RIPIN) 

Tara is the mother of Andrew, 11, who is has an undiagnosed 
genetic condition which keeps him very limited in a physical 
capacity; Shamus, 7, and Grace, 3. Tara has expertise in 
dealing with systems of care for medically fragile children, 
as she has been caring for Andrew who is trached, on a 
ventilator, gtube fed, and is non-ambulatory. Working for 
RIPIN for more than 8 years, Tara assists families with 
children with special health care needs to receive family-
centered care, access services available to them and help 
them advocate at the local, state and national level to create 
policies and awareness around needs and accessibility. Tara 
sits on numerous committees and workgroups providing 
the parent perspective and advocating for families to create 
better outcomes. In November of 2018, she was awarded 
RI Caregiver of the Year for her role as a mother to Andrew 
and her tireless advocacy for all RI families. She holds a 
Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Special Education and 
previously taught at Toll Gate High School.
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Tina Pedersen 
Tina Guenette Pedersen is a motivational speaker who 
currently runs her own non-profit, RAMP: real access 
motivates progress. Tina is a 4x cancer survivor who 5 years 
ago walked into a minor surgery and took a stroke to her 
spinal cord; she is now paralyzed from the waist down. 
She is Ms. Wheelchair Rhode Island 2018 and currently 
Elite Women of Service Rhode Island 2019. Tina devotes 
her life to helping others by raising awareness on the issue 
of accessibility for all. From talking to school age children 
on introduction to engaging the disability community, to 
bullying and dealing with life’s curve balls. Tina works 
with all businesses, professions and first responders on all 
areas of communication and best practices of working to 
include the disability community.  She sits on the Governor’s 
Commission on Disability as the Vice Chair and is also the 
Chair of the Awareness Committee. She loves having the 
opportunity to share her story and meet new people. 

David Creamer
David was the primary caregiver to his father, Edward, 
who was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 2011 and 
passed away in 2016. David’s family (on both mother’s and 
father’s side) have been plagued by this disease. Currently 
he is a certified dementia practitioner and presenter for the 
Alzheimer’s Association of Rhode Island. David has also 
participated in eight different clinical trials to help find a  
cure for this horrible disease.
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